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Abstract

Dramatized ironic and stereotyped news coverage humiliates women who might be potential
targets of such violence. This study aims to discover the representation of news on violence
against women through mainstream online news media by analyzing 30 news websites in
Turkey. A total of 150 news items from 1%t March to the 2" March 2016, as produced by these
news websites, were investigated for this research. It is revealed that the strategies used by
traditional printed media, such as sensational language, victim blaming and trivializing violence
also exist in online news reporting in Turkey. A significant finding of this study is the usage of
certain clichés such as “once again a femicide” in order to legitimize VAW. (Violence Against
Women). Another essential finding is on the consideration of the type of violence concerned.
Through the analysis, this study finds that media reporters commonly apply sensational
reporting and give details of the crime when reporting violence. However, the Turkish
government has accepted VAW as a social issue and signed an act to prevent women from
violence in 2006. Nevertheless, this study found that, on examination of online news reports,
VAW is still seen as a series of singular cases rather than being a social problem for Turkey as
a whole.

Keywords: news reporting; news websites; media representations; gendered online news
media; violence against women (VAW).

Cinsiyetci Online Haber Medyasi:
Tiirkiye’deki Haber Web Sitelerinin Haberlestirme Bicimlerinin Analizi*

Ozet

Dramatik, ironik ve cinsiyet¢i basmakalip ifadelerle bezeli haber yazma pratikleri, kadinlar1 bir
kez daha siddetin hedefi haline getirmektedir. Bu ¢alisma, Tiirkiye’de yayinlanan 30 web sitesi
iizerinden kadina yonelik siddet haberlerinin ana akim online habercilikte nasil temsil edildigini
ortaya ¢ikarmay1 amaglamaktadir. Calismada, 1 ile 2 Mart 2016 tarihleri arasinda, 30 sitede
yayimlanmig toplam 150 haber incelenmistir. Calismanin sonucunda, geleneksel habercilik
pratikleriyle benzer bir bigimde “sansasyonel bir dil kullanma”, “kurban1 su¢lama”, “siddetin
olaganlastirilmasi gibi stratejilerin Tiirkiye’deki online haber yaziminda da oldugu sonucuna
varilmigtir. “Yine bir kadin cinayeti” seklinde siklikla bagvurulan haberlestirme dilinin kadina
yonelik siddeti de olagan hale getirdigi belirlenmistir. Ayrica, kadina yonelik siddet haberleri
icinde sadece Oldiirme eylemi {lizerine olmadigi, farkli siddet bicimlerinin de oldugu
goriilmiistiir. Yapilan bu ¢aligmayla, yeni medyada habercilik yapan medya profesyonellerinin,
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kadina yonelik siddet haberlerini aktarirken sansasyonel bir dile ve siddet eyleminin detaylarina
yer verdikleri ortak bir bulgu olarak ortaya ¢ikarilmistir. Tiirkiye’de hiikiimetin, kadina yonelik
siddeti bir toplumsal sorun olarak gorerek, bu sorunu Onlemek ig¢in 2006 yilinda yasal
diizenlemeler getirmesine ragmen, yapilan haber analizlerinden ¢ikan sonug, kadia yonelik
siddetin halen bireysel olaylar olarak aktarilmasina dayanmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Haber Yazimi, Haber Web Siteleri, Medya Temsili, Cinsiyet¢i Online
Haber Medyasi, Kadina Yonelik Siddet.

Introduction

According to the 2011 United Nations (UN) Reports, two women are killed each day in
Guatemala,-more than 1,800 women in Mexico are victims of femicide, a woman is killed every
six hours in South Africa, and 50% of women in the European Union countries are victims of
sexual harassment in the workplace. Over the last few years, violence against women have
increased globally. Unodc (2018) conducted research on gender related killing of women and
girls around the world. It has also been found that, in 2017, more than two thirds of all women
and girls (69%) were killed in Africa and more than a third (38%) killed in Europe by their
partners or family members. The UN held the Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995.
Strategic objectives and action plans were signed during the conference which encouraged the
ending of gender discrimination and violence against women (VAW) in the media. During the
conference it was emphasized that the media had to encourage the creation and use of non-
stereotyped, balanced and diverse images of women among its content and that it should refrain
from presenting women as inferior beings and exploiting them as sexual objects and
commodities, instead presenting them as creative human beings. Additionally, stress was placed
on raising awareness concerning the media’s responsibility to eliminate patterns of
representation that generate violence; informing and educating people about the causes and
effects of violence against women; stimulating public debate on the topic and establishing
professional guidelines and codes of conduct for responsible media content. National and
international strategic and action plans were put forward by the UN.

An echo of this attempt presented itself with the establishment of Independent
Communication Network (BIA) in Turkey. BIA project was realized in cooperation with IPS
Communication Foundation, Union of Chambers of Turkish Engineers and Architects and
Turkish Medical Association, in 1997. 129 national media representatives, 141 local media
organizations and a number of academics in the communications field were invited to Istanbul
for a meeting in 2000. The first stage of the program was organized in two parts, and was
completed with the participation of 270 journalists from among the 141 local media

organizations from urban centers across nine regions, while the second was completed with the
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involvement of 213 participants from 169 local media organizations from urban centers across
three regions; accordingly, a total of 483 journalists attended (Alankus, 2007).

The texts used in the seminar and workshop activities, as part of the training program
carried out by communication academics and journalists who shared the BIA’s conception of
journalism, were subsequently published as books comprising the 2003 Journalist’s Guidebook
series: The Media and Society, The Media, Ethics and the Law, Journalism and Reporting, and
The Radio and Radio Broadcasting. In order to end gender discrimination in the media, Gender
Based Journalism book encourages journalists to be sensitive when reporting (Alankus, 2007).
It has been suggested that the choice of words and sentence structures in news items are
organized a way as to convey or propagate sexism (Koker, 2007). For instance, the use of
passive sentences in news coverage demonstrates women as being objects, affected by the
reported action. Furthermore, the visual language of news contents is formed through the
fantasies of the masculine world to hide the ideological character of patriarchal discourse. In
existing news coverage, the perpetrator is described as the “dangerous stranger”, a “person who
has become a savage because of sexual instinct”, and a “monster”, while women are
marginalized as being either “prostitutes” or “disobedient woman”. In addition to this labeling,
it has also been indicated that news narratives occasionally borrow pornographic language that
lead to the aestheticization of violence, thereby tainting the news.

Several media scholars offer more women should have been employed in media sector
in order to break down this patriarchal language. For instance, Ross (2001) claims that most of
the women surveyed believe that more women in decision-making positions would have a
positive impact on developing a more women-friendly news agenda in her study. In a similar
vein, Asker (2004) analyzed 7 newspaper from mainstream media in Turkey and found that the
number of men journalist was ranged from 25 to 45 while the number of women journalists was
changing between 4 and 8. This means, compared to men, a small amount of women were in
media sector in 2004. In addition to this, Asker (2004) emphasized that men journalists
interested writing on the topics such as politics, economy, sport while women journalists
focused on health, lifestyle and art issues. According to the MEDIZ Report (2008), patriarchal
structure is dominant in Turkish media, with 52% of reporting on women being seen in
magazines, just 18% of reporters choosing women for their news sources; just 16% of
individuals working in the media sector being women; and just12% of employed columnists
being women in Turkey.

The second initiative originated with the Turkish government’s “Order on Measures to

be Taken to Prevent Acts of Violence against Women and Children and Tradition and Honor
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Killings”. This became effective following its publication in the Official Gazette (number
26218) on the 4™ of July 2006, as signed by the Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan. The
Order (numbered 2006/17) underlines that the prevention of VAW is a state policy in Turkey
for the first time and obliges all (public, private, national, regional and local) written and audio-
visual media, information services, and news agencies and press professional organizations to
play their part in preventing violence against women (Giilbahar, 2007). In addition to this
initiative, in 2016 the Turkish Journalist’s Association published Women and the Media:
Guidebook of Equality on Gender in News for media practitioners. Herein, in 61 articles of the
guidebook, femicide is described as those cases in which women are victims of homicide, and
are killed just because they are women.

As it is commonly known, the media can reinforce social and cultural values and
attitudes by presenting, reconstructing and reporting reality. Accordingly, such news reports
become the reality in the eyes of the community. Nevertheless, the media has the capacity to
transform social values on gender discrimination, as well as to draw the public’s attention
toward VAW. That there are so few studies on this issue corroborates such an approach. On
examination of VAW researches, only a small percentage investigated media representation in
online news media, whereas a majority explored VAW in printed media. Lloyd and Ramon
(2017, p.139) have previously mentioned this when analyzing digital media’s representation of
VAW by comparing a wider sampling, which may be useful for future research. Accordingly,
this study aims to discover how the news on VAW represented in online journalism. The
question arises as to whether the reporting habits of the mainstream media are maintained
though news websites. According to the aim of the study, the following research questions are
presented in this research: What kind of strategies do new websites in Turkey use when
reporting the news of violence against women? Do the habits of printing press like (“victim
blaming”, “sensationalization”, “trivializing violence”, “presenting excuses for perpetrator’s
action” etc.) exist in online news media while reporting VAW incidents?

What kind of sources are used in order to narrate violence cases while reporting? Are
different strategies used for online news reporting as compared with printed media? How
frequently are these strategies used in reporting news on cases of violence against women? A
total of 150 news items released from the Turkish news websites between 1% and 2°¢ March
were analyzed in 2016 for this research.

Media Representations on Violence against Women
Womenhood/ Manhood are reproduced and presented as a part of ideal self-identities

inside a patriarchal system. Kandiyoti (2000: 8) indicates patriarchy, defined as a system of
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social relations privileging male seniors over juniors and women (Kandiyoti 2000: 8). The
status and power of men is not the same as that of woman inside a patriarchal society: women
have to struggle more than men to gain self-value in the eyes of society. Such value generally
depends on the obedience of women through traditional gender roles, and also the subjection
of women to men in both the domestic private sphere and the working place. Accordingly, men
are seen as decision makers, while women have to obey to men’s rules. Akgiil (2017: 60)
remarks patriarchy resulted with gender-based violence, as women being physically and
emotionally oppressed is directly related to gender-based violence as men being oppressed.
Meyer (1997) argues that VAW is framed by news supporting, sustaining, and reproducing
male supremacy. Coverage is rooted in cultural myths and stereotypes about women, men, and
violence, as well as the links between sexist violence and social structures, whereby gendered
patterns of domination and control are disguised. Such sexist violence perpetuates the culturally
defined “virgin-whore” versus “good girl-bad girl” dichotomy so that women either appear to
be wholly innocent or culpable of their victimization. News stories warn women to comply with
acceptable behavior in order not to be raped, abused, or killed; accordingly, women are held by
social control. Media portrayals focus on victims in some way being different, or marginalized,
or else being “from the fringes” of society. Wykes (2001) also claims that patriarchal
environment and gender inequalities foster VAW. The potential for news coverage to promote
biased or stereotypical understandings of these crimes is particularly important due to the
generation of sexual innuendo and romantic drama for audiences through which they can
“titillate the public”. Women are portrayed as the targets of violence by news reporting through
the recalling of societal gender roles.

Existing VAW studies in international literature show that domestic violence is usually
perpetrated by the affected individual’s intimate partner. At first glance, it is seen that media
scholars have undertaken descriptive works on how cases of violence is portrayed through
media coverage, and that they use both qualitative and quantitative techniques to assess the
narrative of news stories in order to frame the common themes among such cases. Sutherland
et. al. (2015) found out that, between 2010 and 2015, 48 primary studies on the portrayal of
violence in the media were published. According to the existing research, a majority of studies
were conducted in the United States (US), with six studies originating in Australia. As a result
of the project, Sutherland et al. (2015) indicated several main key themes could be identified
among the studies they assessed on how the media portrays VAW. The first finding of the study
states that the social contexts in which males perpetrated violence against women were not

included in the media representations of VAW. Second, it was found that most of the studies
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assessed indicate the stories had been sensationalized through language, and that this mostly
applied in news reporting. Third, it is stated that the perpetuation of myths, misrepresentations,
and victim blaming were commonly used when reporting cases on violence. Fourth, it is
revealed that law enforcement, as expert “voices”, were commonly used as news sources
according to the review of the related studies.

Fairbairn and Dowson (2013) investigated intimate partner homicide cases and reached
similar results as those of other media scholars in the field. The authors reviewed three daily
newspapers in Toronto for two separate time periods (1975-1979 and 1998-2002), exploring
four themes among their various news items: prioritizing descriptions of violence, using
excusing explanations for perpetrators’ actions, victim blaming, and consulting perpetrators as
news sources. As a result of Fairbairn and Dowson’s (2013) study, it was discovered that
coverage continues to employ victim-blaming news frames and to portray intimate partner
homicides as individual cases; even though women are systematically exposed to violence,
violence cases are shown as being private issues concerning marital matters within news
narratives. Additionally, Fairbairn and Dowson’s (2013) also indicated that daily newspapers
fell short of consulting the approaches of feminist organizations in their news reporting of
VAW.

Another significant study on media representations of VAW literature is that of
Richards, Gillespie, and Smith (2014), who probed media coverage of femicide cases in North
Caroline, from 2002 to 2009, over 86 news items (Richards et. al., 2014). As a result of the
study, it was found that 78% of the articles defined homicide—suicide as domestic violence. One
of the most striking findings of the study was that, in 20 articles (14%), the reason given as to
why such violence occurred was the perpetrators’ loss of control. The second substantial finding
concerned femicide-suicide events. As for the researchers, through the analysis of the news
items, it became apparent that these events occurred after the female partner had left the
perpetrator. As a result of the study, according to five of the articles (3%), the perpetrator
committed the crime in question due to jealousy (Richards et. al., 2014, p.37).

Similarly, Lloyd and Ramon (2014) explored media representations of domestic
violence through news articles in United Kingdom. They examined the news outlets of 7he Sun
and The Guardian newspapers from 2001-2002 and 2011-2013. Lloyd and Ramon (2014)
detected that men who committed homicides involving their intimate partners were referred as
“hubby”, “spurned lover”, “jilted lover “and “jealously crazed “in the tabloid news writing
discourse. In the study, the researchers interpreted the use of the diminutive term “hubby” as

having a trivializing effect on marital violence (Lloyd and Ramon, 2014, p.126).

350



KOC Global Media Journal TR Edition, 10 (20)
Bahar 2020 Sayis1 / Spring 2020 Issue

In considering recent studies it can be seen that nothing has changed regarding the
representation of women in cases of violence. Although researchers and countries differ, several
common concerns on the reporting of cases of violence against women in the media
nevertheless exist. For instance, Leal (2017) draws attention to the perception of cases of
violence against women as being a private matter, instead of a public concern, based on an
analysis of 607 news stories. Leal (2017) claims that news narratives are far from incorporating
the comprehension of those causes, which might prevent women from abandoning the cycle of
violence. As Leal (2017) maintains, the journalistic approach to reporting cases of VAW should
be dependent on socially constructed causes. Within this context, reporters should consult
women’s organizations and other related institutions and government agencies, in addition to
police records, when reproducing and presenting their news. Additionally, Lean concentrates
on the portrayal of VAW cases as “crime scenes”, which reflect the perspective offered by the
police officers without considering the social roots (Lean, 2017, p.25).

In the light of the previous literature, Leung (2019) reveals that news reporters
reproduce unequal power relations when using a sexist language in their representation of news
concerning cases of violence involving intimate partners. Leung (2019) examined two popular
local newspapers in Hong Kong, Apple Daily and Ming Pao, over 99 news outlets, detecting
that both newspapers use five major discursive frameworks when reporting cases of violence
involving intimate partners. According to the findings, gender asymmetry, stereotyping the
abuser, labeling the abused, blaming the victim, and ignoring women’s rights are all used as
common strategies when reporting VAW cases. As a result of the study, it is emphasized that
the news reports tend to identify the action of the perpetrator as impulsive, originating from the
man’s hot-tempered or reckless manner. To add this, it is stressed that violent actions of
perpetrators are normalized with the attachment of some extenuating reasons like
unemployment or economic pressure, or effects of some other personality trait.

Methodology of the Research

This study used the quantitative content analysis in its research design. The reason for
choosing this design is that it allows for the analysis of a wide range of materials while focusing
on the selected aspects of meaning, namely those aspects that relate to the research questions.
The current study is a descriptive study investigating the habits of online mainstream news
media when reporting on the representation of VAW through news websites. First, therefore,
common reporting habits among the new items are to be defined as common themes, and then
these themes are codified into a coding list. Scherier (2014, p. 171) remarks that the assigning

of segments of the material to the categories of the coding frame is to be carried out twice
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(double coding) and that this is to be done for at least some parts of the material. Double coding
is accepted as a quality control concerning category definitions. Therefore, conducting a pilot
coding and subsequently evaluating the coding frame help to ensure reliability and validity in
a content analysis research design (Scherier, 2014, p. 174). This study comprises two
interconnected steps: a pilot study phase as the initial step and the main study phase as the
second step.

The pilot study was undertaken in 2016 with the participation of volunteer students,
studying at Journalism in Erciyes University in the same period. ‘Before analyzing the news
items, these students were trained on media representation of VAW through a “Media and
Gender” course. After they had been introduced to the issue, it was demanded that they
investigate news websites on the internet, and that they find news on the representation of
women. In this first attempt, the students discovered that a total of 140 such news websites
exist. Of the 140 news websites, 30 websites were sampled according to pre-determined
criterions of the study. Information pertaining to these websites and criteria can be found in the
sampling frame stage. For the pilot work, each student was requested to select one site and
analyze five news items from that site on VAW, which were released in the sampling period.
During the first stage of the study, a total of 55 articles were analyzed. In the pilot study stage,
the students collected the news items on cases of violence against women from the selected
news websites, recording them in the text format. Firstly, the students were advised to read each
news story in their entirety and then to conduct a reading from headlines, subheads, and their
main texts, examining each passage consecutively to determine common themes. Secondly, it
was required that the students code main themes. At the end of the manual coding, the students
submitted the news articles and analyzed items within two separate word documents. A total of
11 students participated in this work and 55 news articles were coded manually. The students
found that “sensational reporting style”, “victim blaming”, “excuses for the perpetrator” and
“intimacy with the victim” codes were commonly used in news reporting when representing
VAW.

After the manual coding process, 55 news articles were loaded to QDA Miner 7 (Free
Trial Version) by the researcher to recode and evaluate the co-occurrences among the codes
through a computer analysis. For the computer analysis, first the students’ codes were added
into the coding list and each news story was analyzed sentence by sentence in order to enter the
codes into the program. During the coding process, new codes were encountered, and these

were added into the coding list, and the news stories had been reviewed until coding process
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was finished. These codes are defined and explained in the coding process stage of the current
study.

For the main phase of this study, the sample size was increased from 55 to include 150
news articles on the representation of VAW. A total of 150 news articles from 30 websites were
examined throughout the sampling period. For this phase, first, in order to determine the
categories, the selected articles were revised and coded once again. After the coding process

2 13

had finished, it was found that “using sensational expression”, “giving details of action”,

b (13 2 (13

“mocking with the violence case”, “victim blaming”, “trivializing violence”, “reasons for
violence”, “news sources”, “type of the violence”, “intimacy with the victim” are the most
commonly used strategies among the articles. In order to see the frequency of these strategies
in the news narratives, these codes were entered as variables in SPSS 22.0. A numerical value
was given to each sub-codes under the main codes. At the end of the analysis, the frequency of
the codes in the news articles was presented as percentages to find out the overall proportions.
At the end of this stage, the sub-codes were compared with one another according to the
frequency with which they appear in the articles, and the findings were summarized
accordingly.
Sampling Frame

As mentioned by Patton (1990, p.169) decisions to use purposeful sampling are made
because selecting some cases provide more in-depth information for describing the
phenomenon as compared with others. Accordingly, a purposeful sampling method is used in
this study to provide in-depth information for studying rich cases or data. In order to
comprehend online reporting on violence against women, first, the news websites were found
and listed according to pre-determined criteria. Of the 140 news online websites, 30 websites
were sampled according to the criteria listed below. The selection was first made according to
the number of followers of the news websites with a minimum of 1,000. Secondly,
heterogeneous sampling was preferred when selecting websites to increase the power of the
representation of news websites. Thus, the news websites were taken according to their
potential national and local audience. Among the selected news websites, 23 have a national
audience while seven had a local audience. The number of the followers of the selected websites
ranged from 1,000 to 2,985,816. Furthermore, political views and publishing policies, which
differ among the various websites (from left wing- the website of Cumhuriyet’s to the right-

conservatives wing Yeniakit’s), were also taken into consideration.
9

353



KOC

Table 1. Selected News Websites.

Global Media Journal TR Edition, 10 (20)
Bahar 2020 Sayis1 / Spring 2020 Issue

Item | The Name of the News Websites | Number of | Type of
No Followers Publication
1 www.turktime.com 48,844 National
2 www.f5haber.com 112,669 National
3 www. cnnturk. com.tr 1,776,869 National
4 www.egehaber.com 614,799 Local

5 www.elmaelma.com 867,697 Local

6 www.haber365.com 1,491,220 National
7 www.habervitrini.com 12,774 National
8 www.medyafaresi.com 3,734 National
9 WWWw.ntv.com.tr 1,593,184 National
10 www.tgrthaber.com.tr 1,020,399 National
11 www.abcgazetesi.com 107,478 National
12 www.ajanshaber.com 231,550 National
13 www.aksamgazetesi.com 73,527 National
14 www.aydinlik.com 125,561 National
15 www.denge.com 23,398 Local
16 www.bomba32.com 59,521 Local

17 www.cumhuriyet.com 1,405,011 National
18 www.haber3.com 264,664 National
19 www.haber24.com 8,539 Local
20 www.haberler.com 2,213,000 National
21 www.yeniakit.com 775,465 National
22 www.hurriyet.com 2,947,206 National
23 www.ahaber.com 1,320,194 National
24 www.kayserianadoluhaber.com 2,501 Local

25 www.kayseridenizpostasi.com 26,362 Local

26 www.milliyet.com 2,041,521 National
27 www.sabah.com 2,985,816 National
28 www.sondakikatiirk.com 149,098 National
29 www.tiirkiyehaber.com 1,787 National
30 WWW.yeniasir.com 39,092 National
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Coding Process

The coding process was undertaken three times in accordance with the study design.
First, the students manually coded the article’s themes. The students took each of the news
articles and investigated its discourse with a feminist approach, identifying the common themes
among them. The students were instructed to take sentences as sampling units to focus on the
reporting style, news sources, type of violence, and trivialization of the violence against women.
From the 55 articles, the students determined four main codes through their analysis. One of
the main codes was a “sensational” reporting style that the students commonly found among
the news stories. The students found out that in order to attract the audience’s attention,
reporters commonly applied this type of reporting in the headlines along with exaggerated
expressions (such as “bloody”, “massacre”, etc.) to label the cases of violence towards women.
“Victim blaming” is the second main code the students indicated in regard to reporting on
violence, which means that women were usually blamed for their victimization among the news
stories. Women were blamed for not being “normal” women, and for deserving violence from
their partners. Through these news stories, the notion of ideal womanhood is reconstructed
accordingly. Third, the students identified the “excuses for perpetrator” as another main code.
Reasons like “loosing temper”, “honor”, “social oppression” etc. were presented by the news
stories as an excuse for violent action against women. It was found out that women mostly
experienced violence at the hands of their husbands, boyfriends, and relatives, although the
“intimacy with victim” appeared to be the fourth main code from the student’s analysis. As it
is mentioned in the literature review, most of the women face violence from intimate partner.
With this code, we would like to investigate the truth of this assumption here, therefore we
added this code as a separate code to evaluate.

The second coding process emerged from the analysis of the articles through the
computer-assisted pilot work. For this coding process, each news article was segmented into
headlines, subheads, and the main texts, and one unit was examined after another in regard to
the determining of codes. Creswell (2009, p. 187) indicates that codes used in news analysis
emerge from both data analysis and the adopted theoretical perspective. Both of the two ways
were used during the coding process. The codes of “sensationalization”, “victim blaming”,
“excuses for the perpetrator”, and “intimacy with the victim” were found through both a
theoretical perspective and through data analysis, while certain sub-codes were determined
through the data-driven analysis of the selected articles.

At the end of the coding process, five main codes and 31 sub-codes were determined

2 ¢

from the analysis of the articles. The five main codes include “encouraging violence”, “making
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violence acceptable”, “intimacy to victim”, “news sources”, and “type of violence”.” Using
sensational expressions”, “giving details of actions”, and “mocking the violence case” were
determined as the sub-codes of the first main code “encouraging violence”. “Excuses for the

9% ¢¢

perpetrator”, “victim blaming”, and “trivialized violence” were determined as the sub-codes of
the second code “making violence acceptable”. Another strategy that was applied throughout
the majority of the reporting was giving details of the perpetrator’s action. Accordingly, women
become the object of the violence once again through the mocking of the violence case in the
articles. The reasons for violent action were shown to be jealousy, a concern with honor, divorce
and social oppression. In contrast to this, women were usually blamed for their victimization in
the news articles; the websites emphasized the so-called faults of the women victims to
legitimate the violence against them. The women victims were blamed for drinking and/or using
drugs or for being flirtatious at the time of the incident in the articles.

Through assessment of the news stories, it was discovered that women are mostly
exposed to violence by individuals who are familiar to them. Therefore, “intimacy with the
victim” was accepted as the third main code according to the analysis; accordingly,
“husband/ex-husband”, “father”, “son”, “brother”, and “acquaintance* were determined as the
sub-codes of the third main code. “News source” is the fourth main code according to the
analysis; accordingly, “perpetrator”, “government agencies”, ‘“neighbors”, “relatives”,
“friends”, “victim “were determined as the sub-codes of the fourth main code. Police and
officials are also most likely to be quoted or paraphrased in news coverage of femicide or used
as a news source in media frames (Richards et al., 2014, p.27). Through the coding process, it
can be seen that, in most femicide incidents, the perpetrator’s explanations from police records
were used as a news source. Furthermore, different news sources such as government agencies,
neighbors, relatives were the secondary sources. To add this, it was revealed that women were
often killed not only by their partners, but that they were also raped, injured, abused, or killed
by those individuals with whom they have a close relationship. Accordingly, “intimacy with
the victim” becomes even more important when violence is perpetrated by people who are close
to the victim.

The third coding process was realized through the analysis of the 150 news items in the
main study. Through this coding process, it was revealed that “using sensational expressions”,

e TY 2 ¢ SE N 13

“giving details of action”, “mocking with the violence case”, “victim blaming”, “trivializing

99 C6q b 1Y b3

violence”, “intimacy with the victim”, “news sources”, “the type of the violence” and “reasons
for the act of violence” were the common codes among all the articles. Accordingly, these codes

were taken as variables in the main phase. Accordingly, the sub-codes related with the main
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variables were defined in this part of the study. The sub-codes of “intimacy with the victim”
were defined as including “husband or ex-husband”, “boy-friend or ex-boyfriend”, “father”,

bh 13 bh 13 bh 13

“brother”, “son”, “relatives”, “acquaintance”, “stranger”. The sub-codes of “news sources”
were determined as “perpetrator”, “government agencies”, “neighbors”, “relatives”, “friends”
and “victim”. With the assessment of the articles, it became clear that perpetrator’s
explanations, were commonly used as news sources, and that the reasons behind the action of

99 ¢C

violence were explained as an excuse. Therefore, “jealously”, “honor”, “the man’s honor”, “a

% ¢6 2 cC

broken up relationship with the lover”, “alcohol/drug addiction”, “psychological problems”,
“financial reasons”, “the disobedience of the victim”, “being divorced from the husband” were
determined as the sub-codes of the “reasons for the act of violence”. In most of the research on
the representation of VAW, “femicide” is commonly defined as a major violence type.
Comparatively, though, it can be seen that there are other types of violence than “femicide”,
which have not been usually taken in to consideration as a phenomenon in the research on
VAW. According to the analysis, it was discovered that “rape”, “abuse”, “violence”, “injured”
were the main other ways of VAW.
Findings and Discussion

Over all the reports, the code of sensational reporting comes first (42%, n=63), followed by
giving details of the act of violence (32%, n=49). Trivializing violence is the third most
frequently mentioned code at a rate of 30% across all the news stories. Of all the news reports,
only a minority included the mocking with the violence case (15%, n=23) and victim blaming
(14%, n=21) codes. Among the news sources, a majority of the reporters (38%, n=57) used
perpetrators as the news source, while only a few used victims (12%, n=8). The Results showed
that most v cases of violence that were reported by the articles were that of femicide (68%,
n=102), while a minority were that of rape (4.7%, n=7). The most significant result belongs to
the “intimacy with the victim”, and according to the analysis, women (62.7%, n=94) were
mostly exposed to violence by their family members. It is assumed that reporting habits may
differ depending on the type of violence. As a result, it was revealed that “sensational reporting
“was seen most in femicide cases (41%, n=51), followed by “giving details of action” (38%,
n=49). None of the reports referred to a helpline service for women readers who might have
been exposed to such violence. Furthermore, none of the reports consulted professionals
specialized in VAW as a news source.

Sensationalism in news reporting

This study found that sensational reporting is the most commonly used strategy when

reporting cases of violence against women in news websites. This code was emerged 45 times
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in the pilot study and 63 times in the main study. In order to attract the audience’s attention to
the news, news reporters mostly romanticized violence as being part of a love story. In parallel
with this framing of the violence, they preferred to call the perpetrator as a “mad hubby”, “crazy
lover”, or a “jilted boyfriend” like in tabloid news writing. In addition to this, a pornographic
language abou violence was also seen to occur though the sensational reporting style of the
selected articles, wherein such sensational expressions such as “mow down”, “blood freezing”,
“bloody smell”, “nude body searched” are often used in order to describe actions of violence,
thereby perpetuating further violence. The sensationalization and dramatization of cases of
violence in news articles presents women as victims.
Giving details of the action

In the analysis, it was found that 27 news articles in the pilot study were related with the
“giving details of action” code, while 49 articles in the main study were related with the “giving
details of violence” code. Regarding the realization of the act of violence such phrases as
“bowstring”, “killed with stabbing”, “mow down”, “shot with pump rifle”, “shattered skull”,
“chop a feel during the body search” etc. were found as commonly used reporting strategies.
The news reporters also included certain idioms of the patriarchal discourse (such as “dragging
away by holding her hair”). Consequently, the patriarchal ideology is strengthened through such
news reporting, while the audience is reminded of traditional gender roles. Therefore, the media
has become a vehicle of the patriarchal ideology, concerning the selection of culturally
constructed words, idioms, and expressions.
Mocking with the violence case

In the analysis, it was revealed that 16 articles in the pilot study and 23 articles in the
main study were related to the “mocking with the violence case” code. News reporters consulted
to ironic expressions such as “announced the murder over what’s up”, “coming for murdering”,
“murder of chopped hand”, “served his wife coffee with acid in it”, among other examples in
the narration of the news stories. Women were presented as objects in the news stories by
mocking the violence to which they have been exposed.
Victim blaming

Most women faced violence at the hands of their family members, most of which was
said to be undertaken in the name of familial honor in the news articles. Women were accused
of going home with a man, being out at night alone, provoking their partners, talking to men
and being disobedient towards their family members. The Domestic Violence Report in Turkey

(2014) found out that women living in rural areas, as compared with those living in urban areas,

are more apt to keep quiet in front of their husbands and to control their behaviors so as not to
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be exposed to violence at their husbands’ hands. VAW is supported through traditional gender
roles in Turkey. Maternity and being a good wife are seen as the predominant roles of Turkish
women. Women are raised and supported to be “good mothers and wives” in their respective
families. Women who refuse to obey these roles are labeled as being marginal, odd, or as being
selfish by society. An echo of this phenomenon was seen in the reporting style of the analyzed
news articles through “victim blaming” code. In the pilot work, 13 news articles were found to
be related to the “victim blaming” code, while 21 articles in the main study were related to this
code.
Trivializing violence

Of the 55 articles in the pilot study, “trivializing violence” was found to occur 16 times,
while it was found to occur 46 times among the 150 articles in the main study. Cases of violence
were commonly reported using certain expressions like “still femicide”.
Intimacy with the victim

In the assessment of the news stories, it was discovered that women are mostly exposed
to violence by the people around them. As a result of the pilot work, it was revealed that, in 32
cases, women were exposed to violence at the hands of their family members. Among the code
of the intimacy with the victim, women were mostly exposed to violence at the hands of their
husbands or ex-husbands. In the assessment of those articles selected for the main analysis, it
was seen that 47.3% (n=71) of women were killed or injured by their husbands or ex/husbands,
while 14% (n=21) were killed or injured by their boyfriends or ex-boyfriends.
News sources

In most of the cases across the articles, news reporters preferred using perpetrator’s
explanations from police records as the news source. Accordingly, audiences witnessed these
cases from the perpetrator’s perspective. Of those 55 articles included in the pilot study,
perpetrators are used as a news source in 18 cases; comparatively, of those cases included in
the main study, reporters consulted to perpetrator’s explanations in 57 examples. Government
agencies were the second most used news source among all the articles analyzed in both the
pilot and the main studies. By the main study, it was discovered that in 41 cases (27.3%) news
reporters consulted to governmental sources.
Type of violence

Concerning the type of the violence, a significant majority of violence cases in both the
pilot study (31.3%) and the main study (68.5%) were that of femicide. A small proportion of
the news stories across all the articles (4.7%, n=7) concerned rape cases. Among all the news

reports, eight cases were found to be related to abuse (5.3%) while seven cases were incidents
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of injury (4,7%). Concerning the reporting style used to cover the type of the violence, it was
revealed that media reporters mostly used sensational expressions, as was identified for 41
femicide cases. Besides a sensational reporting style, news writers reported 38 femicide
incidents by giving details about the violence.

Reasons for the act of violence

VAW has cultural roots and stems from the patriarchal structure, and this needs to be
investigated. It is revealed that in most of the news narratives, violence demonstrated as a result
of the perpetrator’s uncontrolled behavior. Throughout the analysis of the media reports, it was
revealed that most news reporters referred to perpetrator’s explanations, and that, in a majority
of the articles, perpetrators claimed that they had been out of control when engaging in the
violence concerned. Perpetrators’ explanations, such as having psychological or economic
problems, being addicted to drugs or alcohol, or attacking out of jealously, were all used as
alleged excuses for violence throughout the news stories. Several findings were revealed by the
analysis of the news reports: first, a majority of the news reports claimed that perpetrators had
been violent because of jealousy (38.7%, n=58); second, most women were found to have been
exposed to violence after divorcing their partners (12.7%, n=19); third, it was found that that
the three most commonly given reasons for VAW were of similar frequency. These three
reasons include honor (9.3%, n=14), disobedience (7.3%, n=11), and the man’s honor (6.7%,
n=10).

Conclusion

In this study, it was found out that “victim blaming”, ‘“sensational reporting”,
“trivializing violence”, and “perpetrator’s excuses” were the most commonly used strategies in
news narratives of cases of violence against women. According to the findings of this research,
in the sampled online news items, women were said to display ‘unapproved’ behavior such as
provoking their partners, divorcing their husbands, leaving home, and leaving their partners for
another person etc. Therefore, women were blamed for being the targets of acts of violence
simply on the grounds that they deserved it. With these news stories, women are reminded of
the existing gender roles through the emphasis on social roles derived from cultural norms.

In contrast, when trying to find the reasons for violence, news writers mostly consulted
to perpetrators and their excuses when reporting violent incidents in their news stories. Among
the assessment of the articles, violence was clarified by unemployment, alcohol addiction or
psychological problems as a personal matters. This may stem from the fact that “violence
against women” is still comprehended as a personal matter instead of being a broader social

problem in Turkey.
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It was found out that most reporters quoted or paraphrased governmental sources just
because they defined these incidents as criminal cases. Therefore, the analysis showed that none
of the news included the opinions of professionals, academicians, or individuals from non-
governmental organizations working on VAW. Representations of cases of violence against
women promote and encourage violence through news websites. In this respect, using a
“sensational”, “humorous”, and “inspiring” reporting style in cases of violence has become in
common among news websites.

However, the mocking of cases of violence code was not commonly used strategies in
the articles, the existence of this code demonstrates that women are humiliated by the ironic
expressions in news reporting. News professionals, consciously or unconsciously, presents
women as sufferers of being helpless, doomed and gloomy in the articles. In their reporting,
news editors are using a language with which women are victimized through the use of
sensational expressions, misogynic idioms, and metaphors.

Although journalism technology is changing, with new possibilities being offered by
internet journalism, reporting habits nevertheless remain the same as they were with traditional
printed media. It was expected that online journalism would submit an alternative reporting
style, one that treats all social groups more justly. Unfortunately, commercial concerns again
got a head of ethic codes and values for online news media. Online news media professionals
preferred sensational reporting style to attract attention their audience on VAW cases.

This study has offered a fine-grained analysis of how women victims of domestic
violence and their perpetrators are discursively framed by 30 Turkish news websites online. In
this study, 30 news websites were selected during one month because only one researcher
conducted the work, which is the limitation of the study. In further studies, the selection might
be widened and included from different media platforms in online. Our findings are consistent
with predominant strategies reported by online mainstreams news media concerning victim
blaming, sensational reporting, trivializing violence and perpetrator’s excuses. Furthermore,
finding out the motives of journalists while using these strategies in their articles on VAW

incidents would make an important research contribution.

361



KOC Global Media Journal TR Edition, 10 (20)
Bahar 2020 Sayis1 / Spring 2020 Issue

References

Akgtil, Filiz. (2017). “Understanding Patriarchy.” In: Patriarchal Theory Reconsidered
Torture and Gender-Based Violence in Turkey, 29-65. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan.

Alankus, Sevda. (2007). “Neden Kadin Odakli Gazetecilik?”. In: Kadin Odakli Gazetecilik,
edited by S. Alankus. IPS Communication Foundation Publications: 10, 11-15. Istanbul:
Metis Yaymeilik Ltd.

Asker, Ayse. (2004). “Medyada Cinsiyetcilik ve Kadin Gazeteciler”. Calismalarinda
Disiplinlerarasi Bulusma 1-4 Mart Yeditepe Universitesi Giizel Sanatlar Fakiiltesi
Sempozyum Bildiri Metinleri 1 (2): 79-87.

Bianet. (2008). “Medyada Cinsiyetcilige Son.” https://m.bianet.org/ bianet/toplumsal-

cinsiyet/109733-mediz-in-medyada-cinsiyetcilige-son-kitabi-cikti.

Creswell, John W. (2009). Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods

Approaches (3 ed.). Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications.

Domestic Violence against Women in Turkey Summary Report. (2014). http:// www. hips. Ha

cettepe.edu.tr/ingilizceozetraporweb.pdf

Fairbairn, Jordan and Dawson, Myrna. (2013). “Canadian News Coverage of Intimate Partner
Homicide: Analyzing Changes Over Time”. Feminist Criminology 8(3): 147 —176.
doi.org/10.1177/1557085113480824.

Giilbahar, Hiilya. (2007). “Kadina Yo6nelik Siddet Genelgesi ve Medyanin Sorumlulugu”. In:
Kadin Odakli Gazetecilik edited by S. Alankus. IPS Communication Foundation
Publications: 10, 85-116. Istanbul: Metis Yayincilik Ltd.

Johnson, Holly. and Dawson, Myrna. (2011). Violence against women in Canada: Research
and policy perspectives. Canada: Oxford University Press.

Kandiyoti, Deniz. (2000). “Foreword.” In: Gender and Citizenship in the Middle East, edited
by S. Joseph, New York: Syracuse University Press.

Koker, Eser. (2007). “Kadinlarin Medyadaki Hak ihlalleriyle Bas Etme Stratejileri.” In:
Kadin Odaklr Gazetecilik, edited by S. Alankus. IPS Communication Foundation
Publications: 10, 117-149. Istanbul: Metis Yaymcilik Ltd.

Leal, Bruno. S. (2018). “Violence against Brazilian women in public and mediatic spheres”.
Comunicar 26 (55): 19-27. doi: 10.3916/C55-2018-02.

Leung, Lai C. (2019). “Deconstructing the Myths About Intimate Partner Violence: A Critical
Discourse Analysis of News Reporting in Hong Kong”. Journal of Interpersonal

Violence 34 (11): 2227-2245. doi:10.1177/0886260516660298.

362



KOC Global Media Journal TR Edition, 10 (20)
Bahar 2020 Sayis1 / Spring 2020 Issue

Lloyd, Michele and Ramon, Shula. (2017). “Smoke and Mirrors: U.K. Newspaper
Representations of Intimate Partner Domestic Violence”. Violence against Women
23(1): 114-139. doi: 10. 11 77/1077801216634468.

Mediz (Media Watching Group). 2008. Medyada Cinsiyet¢ilige Son. Istanbul: Cagin
Matbaacilik.

Meyer, Marian. (1997). News coverage of violence against women: Engendering blame.
Thousand Oaks, California: Sage.

Patton, Michael Q. 1990. Qualitative evaluation and research methods. https://legacy.oise.

utoronto.ca / re search/field-centres/ross/ctl1014/Patton1990.pdf
Richards, Tarana N., Gillespie Kirkland, Lane. and Smith, Dwayne M. (2014). “An

Examination of the Media Portrayal of Femicide— Suicides: An Exploratory Frame
Analysis”. Feminist Criminology 9(1): 24-44. doi: 10.1177/1557085113501221.

Roberts, Julian V. and Doob, Anthony N. (1990). “News media influences on public views of
sentencing”. Law and Human Behavior (14): 451-468.

Ross, Karen. (2001). “Women at Work: journalism as an en-gendered practice”. Journalism
Studies 2 (4): 531-544. doi: 10.1080/14616700120086404.

Scherier, Margrit. (2014). “Qualitative Content Analysis.” In: The Sage Handbook of
Qualitative Data Analysis, edited by U. Flick, 170-83. London: Sage.

Sutherland, Georgina, McCormack, Angus, Pirkis, Jane, Easteal, Patricia, Holland, Kate and
Vaughan, Cathy. (2015). Landscapes State of Knowledge. Media representations of
violence against women and their children: State of knowledge paper.
https://d2rn9gno7zhxqg.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/28022456/FINAL-
Co-branded-Media-Representations WEB.pdf.

Tiirkiye Gazeteciler Cemiyeti. (2016). Kadin ve Medya: Haberlerde Toplumsal Cinsiyet
Esitligi Klavuzu. Istanbul: Akademi Yaynlari.

United Nations. (2011). Violence against Women: Facts and Figures New York: United
Nations. http:// saynotoviolence.org/issue/facts-and-figures.

Unodc Research. (2018). Gender Related Killing Women and Girls Global Study on
Homicide. https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-
analysis/GSH2018/GSH18_Gender-related _killing of women and_girls.pdf .

Wykes, Maggie. (2001). News, Crime and Culture. London: Pluto Press.

i Thanks for the cooperation of the students who studied at Erciyes University Journalism Under graduate 4" Class
in 2015-2016 spring term.

363



